CHAPTER  X

ST.   PETERSBURG

IT has assuredly hardly happened twice in the history of
the European states that a sovereign of a Great Power has
done such service to a neighbour as the Emperor Nicholas
did to the Austrian monarchy. In the perilous position
in which the latter found itself in 1849 he came to its
assistance with 150,000 men, subdued Hungary, re-estab-
lished the King's authority there, and withdrew his troops
without asking for any advantage or indemnity, and with-
out mentioning the Eastern and Polish questions at issue
between the two states. This act of disinterested friend-
ship in the region of the domestic politics of Austria-
Hungary was continued in undiminished measure by the
Emperor Nicholas, to Prussia's cost, in her foreign poli-
tics during the days of Olmlitz. Even if he was not in-
fluenced by friendship but by considerations of impe-
rial Russian policy, it was in any case more than one
sovereign usually does for another, and is only intelli-
gible in such an absolute and excessively chivalrous auto-
crat. Nicholas at that time regarded the Emperor Francis
Joseph as his successor and heir in the leadership of the
Conservative triad. He considered the latter as solid
against revolution, and with regard to the continuation
of the hegemony, had more confidence in Francis Joseph
than in his own successor. Still lower was his opinion
of the fitness of our King, Frederick William, for the part
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